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4/ra. Mounted this morning at forty minutes past seven.
E.E. | E.1 three hours and a half. Came then to Batton Swab2,
i.e. Gathering of Water, which seems in the rainy season to
be a large river, but it is now dry. From thence kept S.E. f E.
four hours. At ten minutes after three encamped on a fine
soil, where we found plenty of food for our camels.
Our march was delayed till the return of some spies sent
to Jabil Ganam, the next water, in order to reconnoitre.
A fresh breeze in the morning. The night cool and agreeable.
The country in this day's march not so level as in some of our
former, as we met with several risings and descents, but no
more difficult of passage. The soil is hard and good, but no
water; tho', from the size and verdure of the shrubs, it is
probable that on digging plenty wrould be found.
5TH. Decamped this morning at sun-rising. Marched
S.E. by E. one hour and three quarters; thence S.E. three
hours, E. by S. forty five minutes, and E. J S. half an hour,
when we came again to the track or course of Battan Swab3,
which was also dry here. Encamped about half an hour after
noon. The spies being returned said they found some people
at the river, but that they were friends; and reporting that
they saw abundance of rain water much nearer and directly
in our route, it was determined to go thither. A small northerly
breeze all day, and pretty warm; but the night cool and
pleasant. The soil hard and good. Land uneven, but no hills in
sight, except one running from N.E. to S.W. about a league in
length, bearing north from hence, and distant about [a] mile;
on the other side of which is, in the rainy season, a river; but
it is at present dry.
This evening the camp was alarmed by the appearance of
nine strangers; who on their first approach we suspected to
1 Obviously an error for S.E. J E.
3 Batn Suab, i.e. the valley or depression of Suab.
z More usually Wadi Suab, one of the most important drainages oj
the north Syrian Hamad. See MusiFs map Northern Arabia. Jubb e
Ghanam, which the caravan had left 3^ hours earlier, is situated on *<
northern branch of this wadi. The Suab, which Carmichael thought h(
met again the following day, must be the Wadi Rathqa, if we accept MusiTi
map of the region as correct, but Cernik's map is worth considering ir
conjunction with'this section of the route.